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Ecosystem Based Management needs a holistic thinking
ðthe linkage framework allows to comprehensively 
describe complex social - ecological systems by 
including all relevant parts from human activities to 
ecosystem services

The understanding of aquatic ecosystems across Europe 
is fragemented ; by disciplines , policies , stakeholder
viewsé.; a common terminology is needed to establish 
a common understanding, to break up 'silo mentalityô, 
finally facilitating the implementation of Ecosystem
Based Management

Messages
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WP4: Drivers of change and pressures on aquatic 
ecosystems

WP5: Causalities between biodiversity, ecosystem 
functions and services

Background
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AQUACROSS Case Studies

Covering:
Å Different spatialscales(extentandgrain)
Å Different aquaticecosystemtypes

Å Different geographicalcontext
Å Different socialcontext
Å ΧΧ



Complex Social- Ecological Systems

Example: CS7 ïSwiss Plateau
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Comparable to a ôDPSIR network 
approachô

Forming multiple impact (A- P- EC) 
and supply chains (EC- EF- ESS)

The linkage framework approach
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Robinson et al., 2014


