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Promoting conservation and 

sustainable use of wetlands for 

people and nature, by linking 

science, policy and practice at 

European scale, nationally and 

locally. 
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Global losses of wetlands are at least 64% since 1900.

The Living Planet Index report shows that freshwater 

species populations have suffered an 81% decline since 

1970, most commonly due to habitat loss and 

degradation 

The status of wetlands worldwide



Not just special places but water systems



Important to see the bigger picture  



What does an integrated approach 

mean?
Example: Chilika Lagoon, Mahanadi delta, India



Reversing the decline in productivity of 

Chilika Lake, India
Ecological collapse: 400,000 farmers & 200,000 fishers affected

with Chilika Development Authority

Re-connection with the sea



How to save Europe’s last intact wetlands? 
e.g. Sava floodplains, Croatia





Restoration of the sponge function in wetland soils

- Action in the middle reaches of the Rhine to benefit those downstream 



Eels in trouble!  Multiple causes.  

The AMBER Project 

now estimates around 

1.8 Mio barriers in 

European Rivers



Hope from joined up solutions?

- Beyond a traditional conservation approach

- Commercial, celebrity chiefs, trade, wildlife trafficking, energy giants, 

barrier removal 



Sustainable harvest: reedbeds and fens



New project led by partners of the European Association 





Large scale restoration of drained

peatlands in Russia





Thanks for listening!
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